Mr. President aud Gentlemen,?Being invited to read a paper on the registration of births aud deaths in Calcutta, it is with a certain amount of diffidence that I accept the invitation, as I fear I may not be able to do justice to the subject. As the question is, however, of considerable interest not only from the point of view of the sanitarian, but also from that of the general public, and as it is one to which I have paid some attention during the past few years, I venture to say a few words touching those of its characters which have impressed me most, hoping that you will accord me your kind attention. The title given to this paper indicates that I propose to consider the disadvantages that arise from the inaccurate registration of births and deaths in Calcutta. Such disadvantages affect the work of the sanitary officer, and the objects of research of those of the general public who wish to study the subject of sanitation, and through them the general community. But 
